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Female genital mutilation study legislation passes Assembly

Senate bill
sponsor sought

By KATRINA KIELTYRA
Crageite soqff writer

n Dr. Grace Mose's hometown in

Westem Eenya, 97 percent o women

mndergo female gemital mutilation
or cntng, and according to the Wodd
Health Orpanization, the percentage is
almost as hiph in many other Afncan
countries. Bt it is the mumher of women
inMew York whe tmdergo the procedure
that Mase 15 Tying to drew siate leaders”
attention to.

Mose, the director of the Immrigrant
Women's Health Initistive at Faopily
Plamning Advocates of New York Stae,
says thar though it is known that women
are umdergoins the bammed procedure
here, s mmpessible o tell in what
mumbers

All kinds of estimates bave been done
on the prevalence of female genital
murtilation in Mew York, Mose said, bue
since they are based on simply knowing
whach communities tradidonally practice
it, “you can only gaess” at how offen 1175

In order to find out, lesislaton is
being proposad that would require
an anmual study be conducted om the
prevalence of the procedms for the
state Health Deparment and Office
of Children and Family Services o
evahmne. The agercies, acconding to the
il ek, would then kave fo “esmblish

and implement approprate education”
and “preventve and cuireach activies”

m comrmunities whers the procedirs is
formd to be practiced

The Bill A0L139, spomsored by
Assemblywoman  Barbara  Clark,
D-Oneens, passed mmanimaushy @ the
Aszawhly oo Feb. 13, The lemslaton
mﬂsmﬂdmlﬂﬁ“ and has been
repeanadly passad by the Aszemibly but bas
Vet 10 come 102 vooe on the Senate floor

Mipse says if the bill passes, the Health
and Office of Children
amd Family Services will have o “be
touch with arpanizations that wak wit
womer, who can give direction on bow
o lead with the providers.”
In addition to Family Plapning
Advocates, Mose cited the Saud
Yed Cenfer for Aficae Women m

Gazetiz Fholo by Kairina Feilyks
Dr. Graoe Rdipse, dinechor of ine Immigrant Women's Healin inibadve at Famlly Planning Acvocales of Mew Yors Siate and an expert on e prachics of
femaie penital muliation, is pesning for leglsiadon thal would neguine a shudy 0o be done on The prevalence of the pracice 5 the stale in order fo remedy
the siluation s cufuraily aporooriabe ways.
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will provide the “pmctical mumbers”

callad for m the proposed ball

Though the bill haso't seen success
Jes Study on page 28

Study

Cortinund from poge 15
in the Sewase over the years, Jessica
Gorman, legisladve director for Clark,
said the assemblywoman is poing to
wiork on getdns a Senate spopsor this
vear “The Senate is Democmat-conmolled
now,” she said. “So now maybe the bil
should g0 somewhers.”

Gormen said Clark was mofivaed
o spomsor the bill for mamy reasoms
TV progmms, reparts and hearing from
different advocacy groups canght Clarks
atention, Comman sad, and she decided
o spomsar the legislaton

Assemibly Health Commiittes Chadmmran
Bichard Gestfried, D-Mambarman, said he
suppored the bill because “FGM is 2
serions problem, and T agree with Me
Clark that having mare mformation oo
the sin@tion in a report fom the Haalth
Department would be nsefid m the efforts
o stamp ot FGIV.” When asked if he
thinks the ball would be successfil in the
Demarratc-lead Semate, Gottfned said
“T wold suppose s0.”

Sepate Social Services, Children
and Families Copmutiee Chaimwoman
Velmapette Montzomery, D-Brooklhyo,
according to ber spokeswoman, Samdy

Stewart, mrhored 2 bill seveml yeams
az0 fo b.m the procedure in WNew ok

and is semsifive o the issoe. She sad
the assemblywoman bas not reviewed
Clark’s bill but is -:P.rmnlysen_quvem

retum repeated calls for comment

According o the World Health
Drgmm. female gemital nvotlation
“comprises all procedures mwolving
partial or o6l removal of the exfernal
female gemitalia or other imjury o the
female gemital organs for wommedical
TeAsOms.

Mose, muthor of the book, “Thinking
the Gusii Way: Insider Perspactives
on Female Cemital Mutilaton(FGH)
Cutiing and Smatepies for Change” and
an expert i the practice of the procedime
said ferale genifal prufilation ocours for
“rulhral reasons.”

They 1ange, said Mose from parents’
attempts to comtain their dsughters”
promizcuity, to remforcing  gemder
definstion in their sscietes. Ultmately,
she said women who underzo the
pracedure getmare stames mdrespect than
thoss who don't In sompe commaumites,
the process has a “rommecton io
survival” since women, who are rarely
economcally indspendent in culmures
where the procedure i practiced, meed 1o
mdergo if in arder to get marmied, their
only way of attaming property or money

to bive off of, according to Mose.
The affects #Lhepminemmam

from a woumnd,” could happen, said Mose.

In her book, Mose pronides swategias
for change i the Femyan trrhe she focusas
oo They iovolve empowelng women
econonucally so that the procedms is oo
longer neaded Other sratagies, mehading
criminalizing the process, didn't work
she said stce the policemer who are
spposed fo enforce the bam are the
same men Who Want woumen fo contime
TEOEIVIE if.

Crmviralizing the procedure alome
doss mot work to stop the practce
in Mew York either, according o the
Cemfer for Reproductive Fights, since
the cultmal amifedes suTmmdmg it are
deaply mgrainad. Rather, the center says,
“It is essential that efforts w0 prewent
its practice melnde culnmlly sepsidve
education and ouTeach to the relevant
Commmnies.”

The Immigrant Women's Health
Inttiative at Family Plapning Advocates
already mvobves itself with such oareach
troush its Domizrant Womer's Health
Intfiative. As part of the mitiadve. the
advocates wark with health care providers

to ensure womer e complymg with
federal stamdards for Culnmally and

fademlly findad health care providars
meceive care “povided o2 mATmer
compatiile with their cultural health beliefs
hane access to tramslation services if dher
English proficiency is limited.

As part of their inftative, Famdly
Plapping Advecares wvisits health care
provtders o assess how well tey as
following CLAS standards acd to
“indemtrfy swensths and 'n\euknbsu.
says Mose. Additomally, the orzanization
publishes a mesourcs gumde for health
care providers fifled, “Promoting and
Strengthepinz Cultumal and Linguestc
Competemcy™ that provides cemters with
Tesources such as trmslators and comact
information of other orzamizaions ot
promote culnrally competent health care.
In relation to female pemital
mufilaton, it's important that health care
providers hecome competent in odher
almures” mrﬁuﬁ Mpse says. “Those
orgamiztions who work with thess
womer, when they see them comins
through the door, those are the people
wio know the problem exists”



